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SUBJ: POSSIBLE EXCHANGE OF DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS BETWEEN 
LEBANON AND SYRIA 

REF: BEIRUT 0885, DAMASCUS 0428 

1 . I HAVE TAKEN QUIET SOUNDINGS WITH VARIETY SYRIAN 
PRIVATE AND OFFICIAL CONTACTS ABOUT LIKELY SYRIAN 
INTEREST IN EXCHANGING DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS WITH 
LEBANON. BOTH BAATH PARTY AND NON-PARTY CONTACTS 
WITH WHOM I HAVE SPOKEN CONSIDER THAT THIS IS 
MOST UNLIKELY PROPOSAL FOR SARG TO MAKE. THEY 
POINT OUT THAT ONE OF THREE PARAMOUNT GOALS OF 
RULING BAATH PARTY IS ARAB UNITY (PLUS "FREEDOM" 

AND "SOCIALISM") AND THAT PARTY WOULD HAVE DIFFICULT 
TIME JUSTIFYING APPARENT STEP BACKWARDS FROM UNITY 
SUCH AS CREATION OF DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS WOULD IMPLY. 

2. WE HAVE NO INDICATION THAT LEBANESE THEMSELVES 
HAVE YET TABLED THIS IDEA WITH SYRIAN LEADERSHIP 
BUT OF COURSE CANNOT RULE IT OUT. 

MURPHY 
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